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Mayor Deirdre Waterman's Spirit of Pontiac Update! 

Dr. Deirdre Waterman has been Mayor of Pontiac since 2014. She holds the distinction of being
the city’s first woman to serve as Mayor in a strong mayoral form of government city and to be

elected to two consecutive terms.
https://www.facebook.com/pontiacmayor/

It's Approved!
Pontiac's Medical Marihuana Business

Application Process Begins

The City of Pontiac will begin taking applications for certain medical marihuana facilities April 15
after the city council’s approval last week of a zoning ordinance amendment for the new
businesses. Consistent with the ordinance adopted by Pontiac residents in August 2018, the city
clerk will first begin accepting applications for medical marihuana growers, processors, safety
compliance facilities, and secured transporters. No later than April 22, the city clerk will announce
a 21-day period during which medical marijuana applications will be accepted.

Mayor Deirdre Waterman said the new businesses have the potential to help contribute to
Pontiac’s economic and cultural revival with community benefit agreements targeting areas such
as the education and enrichment of the city’s youth, the quality of life of residents, and
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improvements in Pontiac’s neighborhoods. The Mayor is urging the city clerk to give greater
weight to community benefit proposals that dovetail with Pontiac’s most urgent priorities as a
community. A"wish list" of Pontiac’s top priority projects can be found below. The zoning
amendments approved by council allow for no more than five provisioning centers in downtown,
no more than five in the Walton Boulevard zoning map overlay district, no more than five in the
Cesar Chavez Avenue district, and no more than five in the remainder of the city, subject to
limitations of state law and the zoning amendment.

Council’s 7-0 vote to approve the medical marihuana ordinance comes after eight months of
intense debate, two town hall meetings for citizen input, multiple amendments and delays. Mayor
Waterman vetoed an earlier council ordinance in March that did not include provisions needed for
the protection of the community. The changes reflected in the final ordinance include the
prohibition of drive-thru windows at provisioning centers, the barring of medical marijuana
businesses within the same facilities as non-medical marihuana businesses, a requirement for
odor management using carbon filters, and restrictions on signage and lighting at medical
marihuana businesses.

“This is a great moment for the City of Pontiac,” Mayor Waterman said after the April 9 vote.
“We’ve come together as a city with respect for the will of the voters.” Pontiac residents approved
Proposal 1 in the August 2018 election. The proposal directed the city to allow up to 20 medical
marihuana provisioning centers and an unlimited number of growers, processors, secured
transporters and safety compliance facilities, subject to limitations of state and local law. The
proposal was determined in a recount to have passed by one vote.

Mayor names city’s community benefits ‘wish list’

HUGHEY NEWSOME APPOINTED TO PONTIAC
FINANCE DIRECTOR VACANCY PONTIAC -

Mayor Dr. Deirdre Waterman announced the appointment
of Hughey Newsome to the open position of Finance
Director for the City of Pontiac effective April 17, 2019.



Newsome has over thirteen years of finance experience in
both the private and public sector, at organizations such as
Morgan Franklin Consulting of Virginia and Chrysler
Financial. Serving most recently in the role of Chief
Financial Officer for the City of Flint, Newsome oversaw
$167 Million in water crisis related grants, $143 million in
bond issuance for the City of Flint and successfully
completed the $65 million refunding of monies to KWA to
fulfill the city's obligation. While serving at the City of Flint ,
Mr. Newsome was able to complete a framework overhaul
of the city's distressed utility billing, overseeing $35 million
in annual metered revenue and developed and instituted a
collections strategy for a 40% non-revenue problem within
the city.

Newsome is an accomplished financial strategist, and is
experienced in financial operations, audits, and
management. Newsome earned a Master of Science from
Stanford University and a Master of Business
Administration from Harvard Business School. Per the city
charter, Mr. Newsome will serve in the position of Interim
Finance Director until his appointment is ratified by the city
council.

Rebuilding Government:
Pontiac In-sources City Services
After years of outsourcing by emergency managers, there’s a welcome sight at city hall: new
faces and some old, filling new positions. Under the leadership of Mayor Waterman, Pontiac has
consistently hired full-time employees in an effort to provide the best city services possible with a
diverse, qualified staff. At the time Mayor Deirdre Waterman first took office, the city was down to
just over two dozen full-time employees. The city is making a push to hire more Pontiac residents
and is in-sourcing some services that were contracted out by the emergency manager, including
the Department of Public Works, planning, and code enforcement services."People have noted
the improvement in the quality of city services and I attribute that to the commitment of this
phalanx of dedicated city workers that we're bringing back under the banner of city government,”
Mayor Waterman said.



Christ Church Cranbrook Partners
With Pontiac Nonprofits

‘It’s A Pretty Exciting Project’

For Christ Church Cranbrook and its 2,000-strong congregation,
2019 is “The Year of Pontiac.” The Bloomfield Hills church
is highlighting Pontiac community organizations where
its members regularly volunteer and awarding a $5,000 grant



to each nonprofit. Dr. Bill Danaher, Christ Church’s
rector, said that he helped serve a meal at Pontiac’s All Saints
Episcopal Church on his third day on the job five years ago — an
important moment for him. “This has long been something I
wanted to see develop,” Danaher said of Christ Church’s
focus on giving back in Pontiac.
The church’s 2019 grant recipients are:

All Saints Episcopal, which holds a weekly free breakfast for
the community on Saturdays, Meals for a Healthy Pontiac;
The Baldwin Center, which has more than 25 support
programs including a family soup kitchen, tutoring and a clothes
closet;

Bound Together, a no-cost after-school tutoring program based at
All Saints that provides after-school help and healthy dinners three
times a week to Pontiac elementary school students;

Micah , a faith-based nonprofit operating community gardens,
the Sprout Fresh Food Store and outreach programs;

Oakland County Jail, Where Christ Church has a visiting
chaplain and where Christ Church members routinely
send letters and prayers.

Christ Church is very involved in community organizations in
Detroit, and in the past year, the church’s Mission &
Outreach Committee began partnering with Pontiac
nonprofits with the help of Oakland University, Danaher said. In
Pontiac, the church can make “catalytic” grants and
do the work “that God called on us to do,”
He said. “It’s a pretty exciting project.”

FAST LAUGHS
A son wanted to buy his elderly mother a really nice
gift for her 90th birthday. Over the years, he had
given her almost everything. The son decided he
would send his elderly mom a very expensive exotic
bird. Later that week he called and said, "Mom, how
did you like the exotic birthday bird?" She replied, "It
was OK, just needed a little hot sauce" …

ANNOUNCEMENTS
2020 Census; Let's Make the Census Make Cent$ for Pontiac



For each citizen who registers Pontiac receives $1,800 contribution
towards the economic growth of our city. Don't allow Pontiac to be "Short
Changed" be sure you tell your friends and family

"Let's Make the Census Make Cents for Pontiac!"

For More Information Call Jason Crute 248-758-3400



Grand Opening Brings International Auto
Supplier E rae WELCOME TO PONTIAC!
Thank You For Hiring Pontiac People!





OLHSA PROVIDES GRANT WRITING TRAINING FOR
PONTIAC NON-PROFITS AND COMMUNITY GROUPS



PONTIAC – An Oakland University-Pontiac Initiative Community Sponsorship
grant was awarded to Oakland Livingston Human Services Agency (OLHSA)
to provide grant writing training for Pontiac non-profits and community
groups. The first of a two session free workshop was held April 13, 2019 on
Oakland University’s campus. Fifteen non-profit and community groups serving
Pontiac participated in the first session and received certificates of completion.

Each workshop consists of a three-hour grant writing training as an experiential
learning opportunity for both Oakland University students and members of the
Pontiac community who want to learn grant seeking and writing skills. The
trainings cover researching grant opportunities, key components that are
usually requested in drafting proposals, and basic management of awards.

Participants will complete the course with a general understanding of planning,
developing, and writing successful grant applications. The next session will be
held on Saturday, May 18th, from 9am to noon and will be taught by Dr. Pat
Chatman. Those interested in this free workshop may register online at
www.surveymonkey.com/r/PontiacNPGrantwriting or email elenas1@olhsa.org.

PONTIAC AWARDED $363,020 FROM DEPARTMENT OF
TREASURY FOR LED LIGHTING UPGRADES AND

SIDEWALK REPAIR AND ENHANCEMENTS



PONTIAC – The State of Michigan recently announced that the City of
Pontiac was one of 11 municipalities across the state to receive FDCVT
Grant Awards. State Treasurer Rachel Eubanks announced a total of $2.7 million
being awarded this year through the program.

Pontiac will receive $363,020 of these grant funds from the Michigan
Department of Treasury - a $200,000 public safety grant for LED lighting
upgrades under the Phoenix Center and a $163,020 grant for sidewalk repair
and enhancements downtown.

Through the FDCVT program, grants fund specific projects, services or strategies
―

including infrastructure and public safety enhancements ― that move a city, village
or township toward financial stability. The final step to receive these grant awards
requires a resolution from the Pontiac City Council to accept the funds. Once
approved by city council, repair work and upgrades should begin this summer.

“We are pleased to be a recipient of the Department of Treasury’s FDCVT
grant award,” Mayor Deirdre Waterman said. “These grant dollars will continue to
move Pontiac forward and help fund needed improvements that benefit
our residents, businesses and visitors.”

Monday, April 15th Job’s Pipeline Job Fair
represented the first career fair hosted by the
City of Pontiac, in partnership with Oakland
County Michigan Works!



Pontiac - Candidates met with recruiters from twenty different
companies, including OLHSA, Williams International, United Shore, Snelling
Staffing, DSG Staffing, Home Depot and First Student among others. Over 100
residents visited city hall on Monday in search of new career opportunities. 100% of
the candidates surveyed reported that the fair helped with their job search and that
they would recommend the fair to others. Companies reported an average of 21
candidates per table. The next Job’s Pipeline Job Fair event is anticipated in July
2019. If you have questions or wish to participate, please call (248) 758-3JOB.
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